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Greetings,

Around 2:30 AM, June 26, 2006, a 1973 Piper Arrow crashed with 4 people on board.
Lt Col Bill Geyer was alerted about the missing aircraft an assumed the role of Incident
Commander. Captain Arnie Andresen and crews and teams from Group II positioned them-
selves for the operation. Quickly a team of members from Squadron 1303 were deployed.
The new Commander of the Juniata Valley Flight, 1Lt Roy Long and Lt.Erin Long, Lt.
Brian Bonner and Cadet John Smith came upon the crash while conducting their search
pattern.

The wreckage was located about 1 mile from the runway of Midstate Airport.
The CAPand local SAR personnel were on the scene in minutes.  ATV's, ambulances

an other rescue vehicle and crews were only minutes behind.  The weather had been miser-
able throughout the night. A man was found wandering around the crash site trying to get
away from the crash and looking for help.  Early reports indicate that he had 2 broken
ankles and other wounds.  The other 3 passengers were reported caught in the wreckage
unable to exit the damaged aircraft. Two of the other personnel on board were still alive
and sent to a local hospital for treatment.  The fourth member who was the pilot was found
deceased in the aircraft.

This was a well executed mission from top to bottom.  A hearty well done to all!  In
speaking with our National Commander, General Tony Pineda, he passed along a message
for the Wing.  “Great job”, he said.

Thanks to the dedication of these Pennsylvania volunteers - 3 people are still alive
today.

Regards,

M. ALLEN APPLEBAUM, Colonel, CAP
Commander, PAWG



Legislative Officer of the Year

As a member of the Pennsylvania State Senate from Mercer County, Senator
Robert D. Robbins has championed the Pennsylvania Wing Civil Air Patrol.  In partic-
ular, he has spearheaded the increase of the Pennsylvania Wing’s state appropriation
from $300,000 to $450,000.  And this year he lobbied the House and Senate to
increase the Wing’s appropriations once again.  

Senator Robbins first became aware of the Civil Air Patrol several years ago as a
member of the Veterans Affairs Committee.  When Senator Holl retired, Senator
Robbins enthusiastically continued the late Senator Holl’s support of Pennsylvania
Wing Civil Air Patrol and has proudly  served as our most vocal advocate in the
Legislator. 

In his distinguished military career, Senator Robbins graduated from the U.S.
Military Academy at West Point.  He served two tours of duty in Vietnam, and was an
instructor for the U.S. Army Ranger School.  He has been awarded the “Soldiers
Medal of Heroism”, the “Combat Infantry Badge” and the “Bronze Star Medal”

Senator Robbins was the driving force, a founding member and the number one
recruiter of new members into the Pennsylvania Legislative Squadron.  This squadron
regularly meets at the capitol and even though they are not required to serve in an
official capacity, Senator Robbins has been organizing the Legislators into a fully
functioning Squadron.  Legislators currently serve their squadron in administrative
and public affairs capacities.  It is Senator Robbins’goal to have Legislators serve in
all the positions needed to staff a squadron.  Senator Robbins serves as the Recruiting
and Retention Officer, a position he fills with zeal and passion.

Senator Robbins is also an active supporter of the local Squadron in Mercer
County, Pa.  He enthusiastically supports the cadet program and never misses an
opportunity to publicly praise the achievements of the cadets and the opportunities
they have, not only to serve their community and State, but to become tomorrow's
future leaders.  Senator Robbins often comments on the pride he feels knowing that
his participation in an organization like the Civil Air Patrol is helping to insure the
future of Pennsylvania.  It is through Senator Robbins’public support and the dedicat-
ed work of the Mercer members that they were recognized last year as the squadron
with the number one recruiting and retention percentage of the entire Wing.  Senator
Robbins makes it a point to present every Mitchell award and encourages the local
newspapers to report on the progress of the cadets.  He has featured Civil Air Patrol’s
search and rescue and aerial reconnaissance missions on his local television show.  He
is a valued and trusted advisor to the Pennsylvania Wing Commander.  Senator
Robbins has been a frequent speaker at several activities and banquets throughout the
Commonwealth.  Senator Robbins has brought great honor to the State and to Civil
Air Patrol in general.

Congratulations to Senator, Lieutenant Colonel, Robert D. Robbins, (CAP), on
being selected as Pennsylvania Wing Civil Air Patrol’s Legislative Member of the
Year!  
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Congratulations to the Following Civil Air Patrol Award Recipients:

Charles Yeager Award
Charles Yeager Award
Charles Yeager Award
Charles Yeager Award
Charles Yeager Award
Charles Yeager Award
Charles Yeager Award
Charles Yeager Award
Grover Loening Award
Paul E. Garber Award

Capt ain Heather W eaver
SM Frank Sattler

Lt Col Jerry Patterson
2Lt Juliet Lindhooth

SM Kevin W eaer
Capt ain James Knight s
Capt ain Robert L ynsky
Capt ain Gregory Hill
Capt ain Robert Frost

Major Reginald MdDonald

26 June 2006
26 June 2006
26 June 2006
26 June 2006
26 June 2006
26 June 2006
26 June 2006
26 June 2006
05 June 2006
12 June 2006

AWARD                                RECIPENT DATE RECEIVED

Data does not include Syllabi 99s.

Syllabus 99s are not listed by date, therefore it cannot be de termined as to when they were flown.

The time flown for each syllabus may vary.

Cadet Orientation Syllabi Flow by Each Charter
Period: May 2006

Data Source: MIMS
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May 2006 Wing Total = 55 Cadet Orientation Syllabi Flown

FORMER PA WING CADET RECEIVES AWARD

Col Hodgkins and Colonel Chazell, presented a former PA cadet, C1C Paul Tisa,
with the CAPHall of Honor Award at the US Air Force Academy Awards Day
Presentation on Memorial Day, 2006.

“Cadet Tisa graduated number one in the class at the Academy.  He will be
attending MITin the fall to obtain a Master's Degree.  He is a very impressive young
man and a credit to both the Academy and  the Pennsylvania Wing”, said Colonel
Russell E.Chazell.  (Colonel Chazell is the Commander of the Rocky Mountain
Region, Civil Air Patrol.) 

CIC Paul Tisa (center)
receiving the CAPHall

of Honor Award at
US Air Force Academy

Squadron 304 had a FIND
at Donegal Springs  Airport

This rapid response in the
middle of the night, with
positive results, turned out
to be crucial!  A missing air-
craft mission, on-going in
the same CAPGroup area,
was in the ALNOTphase.
Getting this false alarm ELT
silenced prevented interfer-
ence problems from arising
during the missing aircraft
mission.
Congratulations Sqd. 304!
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CONGRATULA TIONS GOES OUT TO CADETS FROM SQUADRON 123

Commander, Captain Charles R. Wedge, proudly reported on four of his cadets that have chosen to enlist in the
military this year.  “They will be missed dearly.  They were my top echelon staff.  Before their departure, they have
helped train their cadet replacements.  On behalf of the members of Squadron 123, I congratulate them and wish
them the best in their future endeavors,” said Commander Wedge.

Cadet Captain Wedge recently transferred as the squadron’s TFO.  Cadet Wedge chose the Army National
Guard for his military career and has left for Fort Sill, Oklahoma for his basic training and is to be returning in
August where he will attend, Slippery Rock University.  His plans are to major in History.  Future plans include
being a member in the ROTC program and pursuing a career in teaching.

Cadet Technical Sergeant Brown served as the squardron’s Cadet Activity Officer and Physical Training Officer.
He is currently in high school and has enlisted in the Army National Guard and he will continue his military career
after he graduates.      

Senior Member Lineberger graduated from high school in June 2006 and will leave for Lackland Air Force
Base for his basic training on July 12.  His goals are to receive training as an aircraft mechanic with the United
States Air Force.

Cadet Captain Heinbaugh has enlisted in the Army National Guard.  He graduated in June 2006 with a 4.0 grade
average.  He was an honor graduate and has been working towards his Spaatz.  He will be attending Slippery Rock
University in the Spring of 2007 to major in pre-law and will be a member of the ROTC program.

The members of the Pennsylvania Wing concur with Commander Wedge and wish these young men a success-
ful future and congratulate them or their career decisions.  

Cadet Captain, 
Charles Wedge

Cadet Technical Sargeant,
Brandon Brown

Former Cadet and now Senior Member,
Lawrence Lineberger and Cadet Captain,

Anthony Heinbaugh

PA WING CAP SUPPORTS SECURITY FOR THE 5-DAY
MAJOR LEAGUE ALL-ST AR GAME IN PITTSBURGH

Actively working in the Air Branch Operations
Director and Interagency Liaison stations at the Joint
Operations Center (Allegheny County Emergency
Operations Center) on the morning of the first day (July
7) of the five day Major League All-Star Game event in
Pittsburgh, are Pennsylvania Wing Civil Air Patrol
members, Lieutenant Colonel William Geyer, (left),
Captain Arnold Andresen, (right) and Second
Lieutenant, William Schlosser, (pictured in background).
Pennsylvania Wing Civil Air Patrol is supporting the
security efforts at the JOC as well as with CAPAircraft.
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PA Wing Civil Air Patrol and Members of Centre County Sheriff’ s SAR
Team, Find Missing Air craft and They are Credited With Thr ee Saves
Pennsylvania Wing, Fort Indiantown Gap - June 26, 2006 at approximately 7:00 AM Eastern Stand Time, the

Pennsylvania Wing Civil Air Patrol was activated to search for a missing aircraft with four persons on board which
was last seen on approach to the Midstate Airport in Centre County, near Philipsburg.  Lieutenant Colonel William
Geyer of Pennsylvania's Group 1, served as the Incident Commander for the mission.

Centre County Sheriff's Office Search and Rescue Team members, Shannon Allison and Anya Ryba and Civil Air
Patrol members; Captain Erin Long and Lieutenant Roy Long, as well as Cadet John Smith, working as a team,
were all credited with the find and save.  The downed aircraft was found about a half mile northwest of Midstate
Airport.  Civil Air Patrol ground search team members, Lieutenants Brian Bonner and William Schlosser, were
assisting the emergency staff to the crash sight.  Because of the very rough terrain, equipment was considered to be
used to make a road for emergency equipment to enter the crash sight.  The heavily wooded area has an elevation
about 80 feet higher than the runway and as the plane came down, it cut a swath through the treetops up to100 yards
long before coming to rest upside down.

The silver and red striped Piper Arrow was reported to have flown out of Hendersonville, Tennessee with four on
board and was to report back after completing their flight.  
AFRCC, (Air Force Rescue Coordination Center) confirmed that there were three injured and one fatality.  Died in
the accident was pilot, Kaul Mitchell (Mitch) Wilson. 21 years of age. The three injured passengers; Mohammed
Abdel-Khalik, 31, Fayez Abdel, 33 and Justin Hughes, 18, sustained multiple injuries and were listed in critical con-
dition.  They were taken to the Altoona General Hospital.  All the men were from Springfield, Tennessee.

"We had 28 CAPpersonnel working the mission," said Lt Col William Geyer.  "We logged 2.9 hours on the air-
craft," he continued.  The State Police and local EMS crews were also involved in the search.  Assisting Lt Col
Geyer at the operations  center was PA Wing member, Major W. Michael Widmann.  

"I spoke with Major General Antonio J. "Tony" Pineda, CAPNational Commander, last evening" said
Pennsylvania Wing Commander, Colonel M. Allen Applebaum, "and General Pineda said that the PA Wing did great
work and he had nothing but praise for the team on this mission."  Col Applebaum congratulated the volunteers who
responded so quickly and effectively.  "The Pennsylvania Wing organized a textbook response to this emergency.
The Incident Commander, Lt Col Bill Geyer and Captain Arnie Andresen dispatched a coordinated ground team and
aircrew response starting with the highest probability search area.  The Civil Air Patrol and Centre County search
teams were able to quickly find the aircraft and initiate immediate care for the survivors, while directing in more
definitive emergency medical help.  I commend Captain and Lieutenant Long's team and the Centre County Search
and Rescue Team for their immediate and cooperative response.  The aircrew and the mission management team are
to be congratulated for swift and definitive action.  All involved lived up to the motto, "these things we do that oth-
ers might live."

Photo on left; Anya Ryba and Shannon Allison, from the Centre County Search And Rescue Team.  Photo on the right; CAPmembers
discussing the search with other volunteers outside the Mid State Airport Terminal. “I commend Captain and Lieutenant Long's team and
the Centre County Search and Rescue Team for their immediate and cooperative response,” said Colonel Applebaum, Commander of the
Pennsylvania Wing Civil Air Patrol.    
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Pennsylvania Wing Responds to Flooding Crisis

After being activated by the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency, the Wing's headquarters became the
hub of activity. Senior members and cadets from across the state came to assist with tasks assigned to them through
the agency.  Wing aircrew flew sorties for several days in support by photographing the distressed areas for critical
infrastructure and flooding damage assessment and to support rescue operations in spotting people on roofs or in
isolated locations that may need rescue.

Ground teams had been standing by in the event that they would be called upon to provide aid and assistance
where needed.

Governor Edward G. Rendell declared a disaster emergency in 46 counties.  His proclamation authorizes state
agencies to use all available resources and personnel necessary to cope with the magnitude and severity of the emer-
gency situation.  The state activated its Emergency Operations Center in Harrisburg to coordinate any response and
to support county and local officials in disaster areas.

"We are continuing our concentration on the main rivers; Delaware, Lehigh, Schuylkill", said Lt Col Michael
Kindness, Incident Commander for this mission, "and we have approximately 30 personnel here at headquarters to
handle the administrative end of the mission.  We held an over-night opened operations center.  We are standing by
to fly officials to assess the damaged areas and we have a "high-bird" plane ready," commented Lt Col Kindness.

According to a report in the Philadelphia Inquirer, five deaths have been blamed on the flooding. 

Pennsylvania Wing is helped to chronicle scenes like these for the Pennsylvania Emergency
Management Agency.  Flooding hit the state hard with 46 counties declared disaster areas. 



CREDITS FOR PHOTOGRAPHS AND
ARTICLES FOR THIS ISSUE OF THE 

PENNSYLVANIA WING
KEYSTONE WING SLIP GO TO;

(in no special order)

PA Wing Mission Air Crews  
Centre County’s Sheriff’s Office SAR Team

Lieutenant Roy Long
Lieutenant Linda Irwin

Colonel M. Allen Applebaum
Lieutenant Colonel Robert Meinert

Colonel Russell E. Chazell
Captain Charles R. Wedge
Lieutenant Michael Lopez
Captain James Knights

Senior Member James J. Colgan, I

(Thanks to all of those that have contributed 
to this issue.  Our sincerest apologies if 

someone was inadvertently missed.)
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STATE RESOLUTION NO 313 - DESIGNATING THE WEEK OF JUNE 17 THROUGH
23, 2006 AS “CIVIL AIR PATROL CADET WEEK” IN PENNSYL VANIA

During a ceremony held in the Capitol of Pennsylvania on June 21, 2006, an introduction of Resolution No.
313, was formally presented to the Pennsylvania Wing Civil Air Patrol.  Accepting on behalf of the members of
the Pennsylvania Wing were, Cadet Lieutenant Colonel’s Victoria Lesisko and Allen Makins and the 2006 Cadet
Leadership Encampment Commander, Captain Kelly Lesisko.  Making the presentation, on behalf of the State
Senate, was the Honorable, Senator Robert D. Robbins.   

Resolution No 313 was introduced to the Senate by Senators Robert D. Robbins, Don White, Stewart J.
Greenleaf, Richard A. Kasunic, Jane Clare Orie, Christine M. Tartaglione, David J. Brightbill, Charles D.
Lemmond, Terry L. Punt, Wayne D. Fontana, Robert M. Tomlinson, Shirley M. Kitchen, Michael J. Stack, Noah
W. Wenger, John Pippy, Michael A. O’Pake, Dominic J. Pileggi, Jeffrey E. Piccola, Jay Costa, Jane M. Earll,
Mary Jo White, J. Barry Stout, Robert A. Madigan, John C. Rafferty, Jr., James J. Rhoades, Jim Ferlo, Joe Conti,
Lisa M. Bascola, Edwin B. Erickson, Gerald J. LaValle, Sean F. Logan, Patrick M. Browne, Robert C.
Wonderling and Gibson E. Armstrong and adopted by the Senate of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania the four-
teenth day of June in the year of our Lord, two thousand six.  Attested and signed by Mark R. Corrigan, Senate
Secretary.  The Resolution, dated June 14, 2006, especially noted the Cadet Leadership School.  The school
encampment is operating during the week of June 17 through 23, 2006, at the Fort Indiantown Gap National
Guard Training site in Lebanon County.  “Whereas, the cadet leadership schools annually provide approximately
425 cadets the knowledge and training necessary to function as a cadet leader in the Civil Air Patrol, serve in var-
ious leadership roles within their squadron, group and wing and become a part of pre-qualified and motivated
pool of future community and military leaders; Whereas, Pennsylvania Wing Cadets have proven track records of
becoming tomorrow’s leaders, with a large number receiving educational and scholarship opportunities in the Air
Force Academy, West Point and Annapolis; therefore, be it resolved, that the Senate designate the week of June
17 through 23, 2006 as Civil Air Patrol Cadet Week in Pennsylvania,” read Senator Robbins. 

From left to right, Lieutenant Governor, the Honorable Catherine Baker Knoll, Captain Kelly Lesisko, Cadet
Lieutenant Colonel Victoria Lesisko, Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Allen Makins and the Honorable, 

Senator Robert D. Robbins.)



CADET LEADERSHIP ENCAMPMENT 2006
Pennsylvania Wing Civil Air Patrol held its Cadet Leadership School

encampment during the week of June 17th through the 24th.
Serving as the Commander for this year’s encampment was Captain

Kelly Lesisko.  This week-long activity is designed to prepare cadet offi -
cers for leadership roles in their local units.  Forty three students and over
30 senior and cadet staffers attended.  

“Teaching leadership amongst Civil Air Patrol members begins from the
root of the organization and is especially encouraged with the cadets.
Through CAPthey learn the ability to lead, exert authority and guide with
confidence,” said a visiting senior member.   The encampment included
many hours of curriculum including instructional classes, physical fitness
training and competitive events.  The combination of mental and physical
challenges are all to help the cadets gain strategy and self-confidence.
“These cadets are challenged to think beyond themselves and their actions,
to take responsibility for those that may be entrusted to them.  More impor-
tantly, they begin to understand the need to lead by example and inspire
others to follow them,” said Pennsylvania Wing Commander, Colonel M.
Allen Applebaum. 

Beyond the regular curriculum, special activities take place.  And this
year was a wonderful exception.  An invitation for swimming and a picnic
was offered by the Lieutenant Governor of Pennsylvania, Catherine Baker
Knoll, at her residence at Fort Indiantown Gap.  It was graciously accepted
on behalf of the cadets by Commander Lesisko. The day was a bit overcast
and mini rain showers occurred, but it did not stop the cadets from having
a wonderful time.   

This reporter spotted one of the “Flights”, (top photo), on a break by the
post exchange.  I thought it would be a good time to have some of the
cadets share their comments about the encampment with the readers of the
PA Keystone Wing Slip.

In the second photo, Cadet Technical Sergeant Katie Smith of Squadron
704, Beaver, PA. was asked what she thought was the best part of the this
year’s encampment.  Without hesitation, she said, “the confidence course,
Ma'am”.

Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Stephen Kantner, from Squadron 811,
Reading, PA was asked what advice would he give future cadets that will
be attending the Cadet Leadership School Encampment.  “I would tell them
to keep up their motivation.  Try hard and give their 110 percent,” he said.

In the last photograph, Cadet Joshua Boyer of Squadron 304, Lancaster,
PA. was asked how were the meals this year and he said, “Outstanding.”
He continued smiling, “my favorite meal was the spaghetti and meatballs
we had last evening.”     

Throughout the encampment, a daily newspaper, “Passing the Tourch”
was produced by a public affairs staff; Cadet Major Sean, McInyre, Cadet
Master Sergeant, Andrew McHale and Cadet 2nd Lieutenant, Joan
Carothers.  It contained interesting quotes, interviews and a daily column
on safety. 

OUR CONGRATULA TIONS TO ALL
THE ENCAMPMENT GRADUATES!
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Philadelphia Civil Air Patrol Cadets Learn the Basics

Fort Indiantown Gap, Annville, PA - On June 10 and 11, 2006, the Pennsylvania Wing Civil Air Patrol, hosted
a basic training encampment for an estimated 60 cadets and personnel in area 13 of the Fort Indiantown Gap mili-
tary post.  Cadets from Thomas Creighton Middle School; Squadron 821, Franklin Academics; Squadron 825,
Shaw Middle School; Squadron 827, Birney Elementary; Squadron 831 and Northeast High; Squadron 823 will
participate in training which includes; the Leadership Reaction Course, Physical Fitness Training, Drill and
Ceremony and an introduction to map reading.  Major Reginald McDonald, Pennsylvania Wing's Civil Air Patrol's
School Initiative Program's Director, accompanied the cadets.

Cadets, male and female, from the ages of 12 to18, were given the opportunity to show their leadership skills
and their trust by mastering the challenge course.  "This course of physical endurance, as well as exercises for the
mind, puts the cadets in the position of responsibility, self confidence and learning to work as a team," said Major
Mc Donald.

Several experienced cadets and senior members from the Philadelphia Composite Squadron 103 joined the
encampment to serve as trainers.  "The training was excellent and everyone tried hard" said First Lieutenant Ted
White of Squadron 103.  Lieutenant White served as the medical officer for the weekend encampment.  "They
were split up in groups and separated from their school mates so they had to work with others that they did not
know and I was impressed as to how quickly they bonded as a team.  Special 'kudos' should go to Staff Sergeant
Mike Goatch from the 166th National Guard Unit.  He was a great inspiration to the cadets and senior members,"
continued White. (Staff Sergeant Goatch is a trainer for the NCO Academy at Fort Indiantown Gap.)

Pennsylvania's Civil Air Patrol's School Initiative Program continues to grow in both popularity and support
during 2005 and 2006.  The Philadelphia School District along with the Philadelphia City Council applauded the
great strides this program has taken.  With emphasis on leadership, community service, aerospace education and
physical fitness, the program has become a recognized tool to help under served youth.  

In the "School CAPProgram", teachers and administrators join as the senior officers and instructors.  The pro-
gram benefits the school and the students by providing discipline and an atmosphere of respect.  Cadets get to take
advantage of all of the normal cadet activities including aircraft orientation rides.  "The program has great unex-
pected benefits.  CAPCadets are no longer seen in the disciplinary office and they have experienced a boost in
grades and are actively pursuing continuing educational avenues that will lead to good careers, something that pre-
viously thought might not be available to them," reported a Philadelphia Dean of Students.



SHAWNEE ON THE
DELAWARE.

SHAWNEE ISLAND
GOLF COURSE

PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENT ATION 
PA FLOODING - JUNE 2006

EASTON, PENNSYLVANIA

LICKDALE, PENNSYL VANIA

DILDINE ISLAND


