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“An experience of a lifetime”, says Senior Member 
Mary Lee Reif f.  (Read her story on page 1.)



2006 PA Wing Conference
October 13-15, 2006

Location

Photo © 2006 by InterContinental Hotels Group.

Holiday Inn - Harrisburg East 
4751 LINDLE RD
HARRISBURG, PA 17111
Hotel Reservations: 1-888-HOLIDAY (888-465-4329)
Hotel Front Desk: 717-939-7841
The room rate for single or double occupancy is $79 per night.

Please make sure that you say that you are attending the PA Wing CAP
conference to get the discounted room rate.

Reservation can also be made online.  (http://www.hieast.com/)
Registration Costs
Senior Members: $10
Cadets: $5
Banquet: $28

(See inside of back cover for more details.)
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“An experience of a lifetime” would only begin to describe the exciting trip
twenty-one CAPcadets and eight seniors from five quadrons took to the Zuni
Indian Reservation in New Mexico in July of 2006.  

The trip began with a flight to Kirtland AFB provided by a Navy C-9 aircraft
from Willow Grove, PA.  The group spent the evening at the University of New
Mexico and drove to the Zuni Reservation the next day.

From our first day at Zuni until the last, the partnership we experienced with
this special community was one of fellowship, sharing and fun, along with a good
deal of hard work.

The week began by meeting with the Tribal Council.  The Council members
were very impressed by the cadets and their desire to partner with the Zuni peo-
ple. Following the meeting, the work began on a variety of projects.  Among the
tasks the cadets performed were renovations to a handicapped man’s home which
had been partially destroyed by fire, cleaning the sacred Zuni Cemetery, helping
to build bread ovens and dismantling a Kiva (a room used by native Americans
for their religious rituals) that will be reconstructed later.

But the main task was to refurbish a building to be used as a veterinarian clin-
ic.  Because there are no veterinarians working in Zuni, a group of volunteer vet-
erinarians and technicians from the Philadelphia area will spend a week on the
reservation in October.  They will have the use of the refurbished building to per-
form hundreds of procedures.  

While most of the week was spent working on our projects, we were also
treated to wonderful Zuni hospitality through a community dinner, a trip to the
Zuni’s sacred mountain, cultural exchanges, a visit to an eagle sanctuary, volun-
teering at the community’s health fair and a special “thank you” luncheon.

One special highlight at the end of the week was a joint flag retirement cere-
mony with the Zuni’s Vietnam Veterans and our cadets and seniors.  While the
cadets were cleaning the Zuni Sacred cemetery, one of our cadets found a number
of American Flags which needed to be retired.  At the end of the ceremony, a new
American Flag was presented to the President of the Zuni vietnam veterans
Association to be placed back on one of the Verteran’s grave.  The entire ceremo-
ny proved to be a very moving experience for all of us.

For their hard work and dedication, the cadets were treated to a day at an
amusement park and a ride on the longest tram in the world located at Sandia
Peak, which is at an altitude of over 10,000 feet!

The ride back to Willow Grove Naval Air Base was also in a beautiful C-9 air-
craft provided by the U.S. Marines.

This is the 12th year the cadets have traveled to the southwest area on these
work trips coordinated and lead by Pennsylvania Wing’s Special Projects Officer,
Captain Dan Pompei.  These CAPtrips are sponsored by ANA, (“Americans for
Native Americans”), a non-profit organization in Doylestown, Pennsylvania
which partners with the Native Americans in the southwest.

All cadet expenses are provided by ANA for their hard work and dedication.
- Senior Member, Mary Lee Reiff

(See more photos on pages 4 and 5) 
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Each element of the design represents our squadron’s dedication to the missions
of CAP:

The patch itself takes the shape of the Air Combat/Air Mobility Command patch,
representing our squadron’s dedication to the United States Air Force and Civil Air
Patrol, whose missions we are proud to serve and and execute.

Eight stars represent the eight regions of Civil Air Patrol.
The gold keystone represents and honors the Pennsylvania Wing.
Dual aircraft, representing both senior and cadet members of our composite

squadron, fly above the globe illustrating our squadron’s willingness, ability and
readiness to carry out the missions of Civil Air Patrol anywhere, anytime.

DOYLESTOWN COMPOSITE SQUADRON 907
CREATES NEW UNIT PATCH

Captain Sandra E. Brandon, squadron Commander, is honored to present the new Doylestown Composite
Squadron 907 patch.  This design was created by the cadets of 907, championed by C/CMSgt Gregory Fratantaro
and under the artistic guidance of Lieutenant Annette Carlson and leadership of Captain Chris Comly.  

“We the members of the Doylestown Composite Squadron 907, are proud of all our cadets who have con-
tributed their time, creativity and imagination to this effort and we are greatly honored to wear the “colors” of the
Doylestown COMPOSITE Squadron 907 on our uniforms.”

Lebanon VFW Civil Air Patrol Squadron 307
A ceremony was held recognizing Cadet Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Carr for completing all 16 achievements of

the cadet program, which earned him the Ira Eaker Award and promotion to Lieutenant Colonel.  Only about 2 %
of cadets earn the Eaker Award annually.  The squadron held a recognition ceremony at the Lebanon VFW
Ballroom.  Special guests included Congressman Tim Holden and Representative Mauree Gingrich.  Congressman
Holden presented the Eaker Award to Cadet Carr.  Rep Gingrich presented a certificate of achievement on behalf
of Governor Rendell and also presented Cadet Carr with a certificate from the PA House of Representatives.
Guests were treated to food and drinks prepared by CAPmembers' Bea Gernert and Cathie Rentschler.  Cadet Carr
has been a member of CAPfor over 5 years.  He is the son of Tom and Belinda Carr of Lebanon.  Cadet Carr is a
junior at Cedar Crest High School and is a member of the Cross Country and Track Team.  He is also a member of
the Palmyra Sportsman's Club Junior Shooting Team.  Cadet Carr has set a goal to complete the Spaatz
Achievement which is the highest award in the Civil Air Patrol and would like to attend the United States Military
Academy at West Point.

From left to right; Representative Mauree Gingrich, Cadet Carr and Congressman, Tim Holden.  2nd photo, Cadet Carr with his parents.
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(Eagle Scout Award recipient, C/TSgt Patrick Wilver receives a 
Commander’s Citation from Captain Charles Wedge, 

Commander of the  Lawrence County Composite Squadron.)

Cadet Patrick Wilver 0f Squadron 123 Receives
his Eagle Scout Award During Scout Ceremony

C/TSgt Patrick Wilver received his Eagle Scout in May
2006 during a ceremony held in his honor.  His Eagle
Scout project was to identify, catalog and mark grave sites
at the church where he and his family attend.  Cadet
Wilver set up a computer program where all grave sites in
the church cemetery are now identified.  This enables peo-
ple looking for a particular grave to locate them with less
difficulty.  He also placed row markers throughout the
cemetery for ease of location.

Cadet Wilver is a dedicated member of the Lawrence
County Composite Squadron 123.  Present at the Eagle
Scout Ceremony were fellow CAPmember, C/SSgt
Charles Carol and Captain Charles Wedge, Commander of
Squadron 123.  Cadet Wilver serves currently as the Cadet
Commander of Squadron 123.  In addition to the Eagle
Scout Award, Cadet Wilver received the Squadron
Commander’s Achievement of Excellence Citation, not
only for his achievement in Scouting, but for his outstand-
ing leadership in his CAPUnit.

Cadet Wilver has an excellent academic record at his
local high school and his goal is to attend a  military acad-
emy upon graduation.  During the presentation Captain
Wedge informed the audience he wishes he had more
cadets as motivated as Cadet Wilver.  “I am a firm believer
that there is a cooperative effort between the Boy Scouts of
America and the Civil Air Patrol Cadet Program to educate
and train the youth of America to become tomorrow's lead-
ers in our community, state and nation”, said Captain
Wedge.

STRAIGHTEN UP AND FLY RIGHT!
Captain Scott Rhoades, RN, presented a display enti-

tled “Straighten Up and Fly Right” during the 2006
Health Fair at Indiana University of Pennsylvania.  The
display included “Health and Safety Guidelines for
Airline Passengers.”  

The display covered the physiological factors of flight,
including oxygen, gas expansion, air quality, humidity,
motion and physical space.  Information specific to pas-
sengers flying with various disease processes, injuries
and associated travel health risks were included in an
informal brochures.

Captain Rhoades states that as the average age of the
population increases, airlines can expect to deal with
passengers traveling with various disease processes.
“Likewise, the aging population needs to know how to
traverse the skies healthy and safely,” said Captain
Rhoades.

Captain Scott
Rhoades, RN,
Health Program
Services Officer
and Nurse Officer
for the Jimmy
Stewart Composite
Sqd.  714, looks on
as visitors register
to win a travel bas-
ket during the 2006
Health Fair.

CONGRATULA TIONS!
Congratulations are in order to the following people

who “found the paper airplane” in the August issue of
the Keystone Wing Slip and took the time to send in
their post cards;

Lt Col Michael Hayes     C/Capt Mike Bilz
C/Capt Victoria Ayres     1Lt Dorothy Stone 

and our “civilian” readers included;
Phyllis E. Wise               Carol Burkhart

The paper airplane was located on page 21 in the
photo on the screen of the opened lap top.  Again con-
gratulations to these loyal readers of our magazine!  We
will notify the winners in the very near future regarding
their prizes.

1Lt Linda A. Irwin, Editor
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2006 New Mexico Native American Work Trip
Photo Gallery 
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2006 New Mexico Native American Work Trip
Photo Gallery continued
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NATIONAL IG CONGRATULATES GRADUATES
Six NER Wings Represented

Sunday, 27 August 2006                                                                    -  Maj Jacqui A. Sturgess, Northeast Region

From Pennsylvania Wing:  Lt Col Douglas Allen, Lt Col Arthur Merrell, Lt Col Ronald Tuman, Maj Alex Bodner,
Maj Douglas Glantz, Maj Ronald Sharer, Capt Harold Roach, 1Lt Wayne Toughill.

WESTOVER ARB, MA -- The recently appointed National Inspector General, Col James Linker, and the Northeast
Region Commander, Col Robert Diduch, presented 23 graduates with their certificates today at the conclusion of the
Northeast Region Inspector General (IG) School.  The NER Vice Commander, Col David Mull, and the NER IG, Lt
Col Peter Koch, presented certificates to graduates who had completed the Senior Rating requirements for the IG
Professional Development Track.  Col Diduch is a graduate of the recent week-long Inspector General College which
took place at Kirtland AFB, Albuquerque, NM, and which he recommended highly to the participants.  In his remarks
he made a point of congratulating those non-IG students who attended the course for the purpose of learning more
about the whole IG program, which has been gaining momentum since its redevelopment began in 2000. 

The participants represented more than half of the Wings in the NE Region, namely:  Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York and the largest contingent came from Pennsylvania.  The course director was
Lt Col Peter Koch; his staff included Lt Col Edward LeFeber, the new NYWLogistics Officer, Lt Col (Dr) Lawrence
Model, the NYWIG, and Maj Samuel Williamson, the NJWIG.  Col Linker, who is only the fourth person to hold the
position of National IG, made several presentations, including the final and fascinating Highway of Expectations.

(story continued on page 7)
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NATIONAL IG CONGRATULATES GRADUATES continued

This intense weekend school covered numerous topics beginning with the history of the IG position whose origins
go back to the reign of King Louis XIVof France in the mid 1600s.  It began in the United States in 1777 when Gen
George Washington directed the establishment of an Inspector General for the Army.  

Starting immediately on Friday evening, students signed-in and after the preliminary work session encountered the
legendary pre-course test.  This test was followed up at the end of the course by the post-course test and a compari-
son of the scores was a strong indicator of the various instructors' ability to convey the course material.

A complete review of the Complaint Process including the 10 steps came next, followed by the Single Unit
Inspection (SUI) including interviewing, report writing, grading, and an explanation of the bell curve which illus-
trates the overall results of inspections to date.  The course continued with a discussion on the Self-Assessment Tool,
moved on to Wing-level inspections and finished with an in-depth look at Complaint Closure.  Participants absorbed
the relatively new concept of the IG as an educator.

The NER IG School took place at Northeast Region Headquarters at Westover Air Reserve Base located in
Chicopee, Massachusetts; this is also home to the Westover Composite Squadron, a gracious host.  The participants
stayed at the welcoming and comfortable Flyer's Inn on base over the weekend; the Inn is conveniently located near
the uniform store and the bowling alley.  

Westover ARB has been operational since 1940 when it served as a bomber training base and port of
embarkation/debarkation in preparation for the country's planned entry into WWII.  It is still the nation's largest Air
Reserve base.  It is currently the home of the 439th Airlift Wing whose C-5 Galaxies have been busy since 1987 fly-
ing humanitarian, disaster relief and military support operations.  It boasts a two-mile long runway capable of
accommodating the return of the Space Shuttle.

SQUADRON NEWS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3

Another PA Wing Civil Air Patrol Cadet Earns His Wings!!
- Captain Jeffrey Hartmann

Penn Township - Civil Air Patrol Squadron 712 is set to award a second solo pilot's wings!  Cadet Edwin J.
Nowacki soloed his aircraft Sunday evening, August 13th at the Butler County Airport.  Cadet Nowacki follows
Cadet Alex Ubinger in this achievement.  Cadet Nowacki is set to receive his wings during a ceremony at the head-
quarters of the Civil Air Patrol in Butler on Monday, August 21st at 8:30.  To solo, individuals must undergo flight
training with a Certified Flight Instructor and must be found competent to handle an aircraft by themselves.  

Captain Jeffrey Hartmann, Commander of Squadron 712 remarked, "I have observed Cadet Nowacki in flight
while he was training with Lieutenant Kevin Berry, one of our pilots.  It was hard for me to determine who was
handling the controls, Cadet Nowacki or Lieutenant Berry.  Very impressive skills!"  Captain Hartmann urges all
young men and women interested in aerospace to look into CAP.  "We have a dynamic Aerospace Education
Program and terrific staff.  Awarding these young people solo wings speaks to what CAPcan do for our youth."  



CADET ORIENTATION FLIGHTS - JUL Y ‘068
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PA WING COMMANDER,
COLONEL M. ALLEN APPLEBAUM

INVITES YOU TO ATTEND THE
2006  PA WING CONFERENCE

ON OCTOBER 13,14,15. 2006, 
AT THE HOLIDA Y INN, 

HARRISBURG EAST,
4751 LINDLE ROAD, 

HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA.
Please join us for this year’s Wing Conference. 

I am looking forward to meeting you!

A
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www.myerstownherald.com

FRIENDS AND SUPPORTORS OFTHE 
PENNSYLVANIA WING CIVIL AIR PATROL


